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.r April 20,2009,jr-rst two days before

.:r'th Day, SFAA hosted its first-ever
-ieen Festiv:rl at }rort Mason. That same

rr r he Cirv of S;i n Frl ncisco broke a

.lnperatllre record that had held since

-986. The 92-degree measLrrement blew
.-rst the Sri-c.lesree record se t back when
-)irrnnc Feinstcin wJS still nrayor. The

.o:rring temperatures outside drilled
-iome the importance of what n as going

rrn inside: a fun and educational event

cleclicatecl to helping owners iessen

their impacts on the planet, and on

their wallets.

Ail around the room were signs that this

wasn't just another SFAA membership

lneeting. Posters reacling "Recycle Only"
were plastered next to colcl bottled
waters, and fresh vegetables :rnd wraps

adorned tables with festive green nap-

kins and b:l11oons. SFAA associate merr]-

bers hosted tables fi11ed with pamphlets

aborrt their gleen prodrrr'ts lrrd serr ice s.

attracting a healthy crowd interested

in learning about tl-ie cost-sar.ing and

he aitl-r-conscions aspects of being envi-

ronmentally aware . Marvel M:rids was

one of the associate members with a

table at the event, and President Steve

Collins said he believes today'5 tenants

are up to date on green products :rnd

expect their buildings'common areas to

be "cleaned with something that's safe

for me, my pets and my baby."

Other associate members eclucated at-

tenclees by giving s1-iort presentations

on what their companies cor:lc1 offer

green-minded owners. Many in the audi-

ence seemed especiallv interested in the

solar hot water discussion nodelated by

Sunwater's Chris C1-rappell. After giving

a short speech on the benefits of solar

hot water (including an a\rerage payback

of under 10 years, minim:rl mainte-

nance needs, and f'ederal tax credits and

grants), Chappell was inundated with
qlrestions fron members who wanted to

know mofe, particlllarlv lltor-rt the price

of installing sr-rch a system in compari-

son to solar panels. Chappell assured

them that solar hot water is less expen-

sive than solar electricity and thet the

hot water system takes up less space.

He :rlso offered free onsite estimates to

any owners interested in installing the

systelns, which can sr-rpplv Llp to 70% of
a building's hot water ne eds throughout

the year.

Seventy percent was also a key figure

for Sunset Scavenger's Robert Reed.

That's the :rmount of garbage that San

Francisco is cliverting from the landfi11,

thanks to the city's various recycling

programs. The city's goal is to reach757o

by 2010, and landlords'help is essential

in order to get there. Reed said 2,100

apartment buildings already use the

gleen compostilrg bins, but that's only a

fraction of the multifamily buildings in
the city. "Everyone is doing some level

of recycling," Reecl explaine d. "The city

would like apartment buildings to do a

little bit lrrole."

The green bins can be added free of
charge and are easily incorporated into

a building's existlng recycling program.

Every resident receir.es a kitchen pail to

keep ln the unit, as wellas a starter set

of biodegradable liner bags. After that,

they can buy their own liners (available

at more than BO San Francisco retailers),

or use milk cartons or paper bags. Vhen
the pails get fr-rll, tl-ie compostable con-

tents can be durnped in the building's

green bin. "No fuss, no muss," said Reed.

"It's so sirnple ." The food scraps and yard

trimmings in those bins (as well as those

from 50,000 single-f-amily homes and

2,000 restallrants) totais 105,000 tons

e ach year, which is turned into 20,000

tons of compost for 10,000 acres of Bay

Area vineyards and farms.

Th:rt m:rr- seem like a lot. but it's nothing

con-rparecl to the alrollnt of peper clr-

\re1'tec1 :rncl recr-c1e cl e:rch r-ctr. thrrtks trt

part to Sunset's Shreclclutg :11'lr1 De ::1''..c-

tive Serrrices. Shrcclcling :rnd DesIrLte tLttrt

certainly made the Iargest cot'ttlibtttiolt

to the Green Festival: a hr-rge truck th:it

A Green Scene ... continued on page 53
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